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Addreſs to his Majeſty | 


| Againſt a CERTAIN 


GREAT MiNISTER, Oc. 


HE. fooliſh and inſolent Triumphs, 
| which have been made upon the De- 
feat of a /ate Motion, and the repeated 


Miſrepreſentations of the Cafe have 
been ſo induſtriouſſy propagated, according to uſual 
Cuſtom, through the whole Kingdom, that it bes 
comes highly neceſſary to give the Publick a true 
Account of the Grounds and Facts, which occa- 
tion'd it, without Fear on one Side, or F avour and 
Partiality on the other. 

When I have done This, I will leave the World | 
to judge whether it was not honeſtly concerted, 
and prudently conducted. I with it had been 43 
well ſupported by Numbers within Doors, as it 
was generally applauded without Doors; for I am 
not athamed to own that I was one of the A nority; 
who join'd in this Charge. Let Thoſe, who 
ſneak d upon that Occaſion, anſwer it to the 
and their own Conſciences. TED end 
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It was moved in the Houſe, Feb. 13, 1740. 
© that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
e jeſty, that He will be graciouſly pleaſed to remove 
« the Right Honourable Sir Robert Walpole, Knight 
c of the moſt noble Order ot the Garter, firſt Com- 
ic miſſioner tor executing the Office of T reaſurer f 
the Exchequer, Chancellor and Under T rcaſurer 
« of the Exchequer, and one of his Majcity's moſt 
4 Honourable Privy Council, from his Majeſty's 
& Preſence and Councils forever.“ 
* The Charge was beguo with our foreign Nego- 
tiations, the Manner ot conducting them, and the 
Conſequences they have produced. In doing This, 
We need go no higher than the Treaty of Hanover. 
One of the Objections to the Treaty of Utrecht 
was, that it left France too ſtrong, and the Emperor 


too weak. The grand Alliance was torm'd to 


ſupport our laſt glorious War, as it actually did, 
to the immortal Honour of our Country. The 
chief Object of it was to reduce the exorbitant 
Power of France, and to raiſe That of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, for the Preſervation of the Balance of 
Power in Europe, as well as the Protection of this 
gation and its Allies; which was allow'd to be the 
natural Intereſt of this Kingdom even after the 
'Treaty of Utrecht, as appears to Us by the Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment againſt the late Earl of Ox- 
ford, deliver'd by the right honourable Gentleman, 
who was the Subject of the late Debate, tor leaving 
the Emperor too weak in Italy, by giving Sicily to 
the Duke of Savoy, and likewiſe by the Treaty of 
London, in the Year 1716, ſign'd by the ſame ho- 
nourable Gentleman ; and the Neceſſity of our en- 
gaging for the Preſervation, if not the Increaſe of 
that Power, in Conſequence of thoſe Ads, gave Oc» 
cation to the Deſtruction of the Spaniſh Fleet in 


the Mediterranean, in the Year 1718, and to the 


Olad- 


WS: : 

Lnadrnple Alliance, founded on the Support of 
the ſume Plan of Power, and Balance of Europe z 
which was the publick and avow'd Principle of all 
our foreign Traniaions, till We were deluded by 
France to join with Her in that fatal and unhappy 
Step of the Hanover Treaty, which laid the Foun- 
dation of all the Miſchicts and Misfortuncs, that 
have ſince happen d. Whilſt the Duke of Or- 
leans was living, a Connection with France was the 
leſs dangerous, and perhaps not impolitick, ſince 
the Duke Regent lay under a perſonal Neceſſity of 
depending upon Us tor his Succeſſion there, in Caſe 
the preſent King of France had died without Iſſue- 
Male, as much as We could depend upon Him tor 
ſecuring the Eſtabliſhment of the preſent Royal Fa- 
 mily, which was then recently advanced to the 
Throne of Great Britain. But the Moment He 
was dead, this Policy ceaſed, and We ſhouldhave 
changed our Meaſures, by uniting Ourſelves ftrictly 
with /ome other Powers more naturally in our In- 
tereſt. Inſtead of This, We not only continued 
in the cloſeſt Union with 'I hem, — the new. 
Miniſtry and Government of France, but by that 
pernicious Treaty of Hanover They held Us as it 
were in Leading-Strings, and carry'd Us after- 
wards through a long Labyrinth of intricate 
Treaties, dchulive, dangerous, and many of them 
contradictory to one another; which, if We were 
tooliſhly honeſt enough to obſerve with good Faith, 
We found Ourſelves under a Neceſſity of acting 
againſt our molt eſſential Intereſts, weakening Our- 
feldes and our Friends, and ſtrengthening the 
Hands of our Enemies: or it, on the other Hand, 
We conſulted our Intereff, We ſhamefully gave up 
our Honour. To this fatal Dilemma were We 
brought, at our firit ſetting out. Had our Mie 
#ifters acted with Dexterity and Addreſs, there 
9 never 


1 65 


never was a more ſavourable Conjuncture for laying 
the Foundation of a laſting Diviſion in the Houte 
of Bourbon, and the Union of Spain with the 
Houſe of Auſtria. We ſhould have rejoiced at the 
Incidents, which gave Occaſion to it, and have 
taken the proper Advantage of them, inſtead of 
being frighten d at the Bugbears of our own [magt- 
nation in the firſ# Vienna Treaty. But We were 
driven by our panick Apprchenſions of this 
Treaty into that moſt ſenſcleſs Project of the Ha- 
mover Treaty, the fatal Source of French Power, 
which is fince become ſo formidable to all Europe. 
——This Treaty was foundcd upon a new Plan of 
Power in Europe, unheard of in this Nation betore ; 
I mean the Reduction of the exorbitant Power ot 
the Houſe of Auſtria, which hath been too fatally 
purſued tor the true and anticnt Intereſt of this 
Kingdom, though too ſucceſsfully tor Thoſe, who 
have conducted our Affairs to that End. 
Ihe late Emperor, and other Powers of Europe 
being charged with a Deſign of placing the Pre- 
tender on the Throne, in Conſequence of a nou- 
often/zble Treaty, immediately and ſolemnly proteſted 
againſt it, upon their Imperial and Royal Honour. 
Lime bath ſince ſufficiently ſhewn the fallacious 
and chimerical Impoſition ot this Charge, which at 
firſt Sight ſecm'd to be delign'd only tor Amuſe- 
ment; ſince the Hypotheſis laid down was the 
Neceſſity of reducing the Houſe of Auſtria. 
When the Miniſters had taken this Step, They 
Juſtity'd it by the moſt unaccountable Syſtem of 
Politicks, which was ever deviſed; that France was 
grown too weak, and the Emperor too flrong and 
formidable ; that Power was fludtuating, and ſome 
-new Balance was neceſſary; that the Emperor ought | 
to be humbled ; that though We had once lent Him 
an helping Hand, We ought not to let Him do wa 


i 
. 
He pleaſed; that it was good Policy when We ſet 
Him up, and that it was now as good Policy, for 
his Tngratitude, to pull Him down. — Is it not 
almoſt incredible that ſuch Sentiments as Theſe * 
could have evet been vented, or ever prevail in this 
Country ? — And yet who of Us have nor heard 
theſe wiſe Maxims urged as * Policy? — I will 
undertake to produce theſe Notions, and man 
more to the fame Purpoſe, diſperſed in all the 
Writings and Speeches in Parliament, on the Side 
of the Admiuiſtrution, at that Time. os 
If therefore the Deſtruction of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and conſequently the Balance of Power / 
in Europe was really meant, They have acted like 
wiſe Men, and able Politicians, ſteadily purſuing 
their View, and have at Length effectually com- 

aſs d it. His Majefly cannot be infennible of This. 

he preſent threatening Dangers to his oww#n foreign 
Dcominions are too full a Proof of it. The Proteflant 
Iutereſt is broke to Pieces, and the Grand Alliance 
ſeems not to be in a Poſſibility of being reſtored; 
at leaft, not by Thoſe, who have thus deſtroy d it, 
But if Theſe are not the Politicks We now avow ; 
if We ſee and feel the bad Effects of this Balance 
being deſtroy d, for the Support of which We ex- 
| pended fo many Millions, and ſtill owe moſt Part 
of the Money; then I am ſure the World abroad 
would rejoice to find Us returning to our Senſes, 
and to the Principles, on which the Grand Alliance 
was form'd, by giving Them ſome effectual Proof 
that We delign to ſupport Them, and will endea- 
_ to retrieve what hath been fo injudiciouſly 
oft. | | oy | 
The Exccution of this new Plan of Power put 

the Nation to an immenſe Charge, by crea our 
Land- Forces at Home, by Votes of Credit, Sublidies 
to e, large Sublidies co Denmark ;* 12,000 
685 | 5 Heffians 
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Heſjians paid for, to be in a Readineſs for our 
Service; and lalt of all, the Good-will of his 
; Highnelis the Duke of I olfenbu;zle was obtain'd, 
who engaged to Guaranty ail his Majeſty's Domi- 
nions in Great Britain, Ireland and Germany, 
with a Body of 5000 Men, (not to be moved out 
of GexzMany or Holland at fo ſmall an Expence 
as 25,000 l. a Year, for four Years. — Our naval 
Force was equally exerted, and of as great Expence. 
and Uſe; for a large Squadron of © hips was ſent 
to the Baltick, in order to induce the King of 
Sweden to accept of our Subſidy ; another was 
 diſpatch'd to the Coaſts of Spain, under Pretence 
of obſtructing an Attempt from thence, in Favour. 
of the Pretender, ſor which They have not yet 
diſcover'd any Appearance of Reaſon; and the 
third was ſent to the Ne- Indies with Orders to 
PERSUADE the Spaniards that it was their Intereſt 
to put their Treaſure into our Hands. But 
the whole Secret of this laſt Expedition was as 
follows. xt 
When France had thus, in ſome Meaſure, de- 
feated the Views of the Vienna Treaty, and en- 
deavour'd to prevent. the Union, which She ſo much 
dreaded between the Emperor and Spain, She 
wanted to chaſtiſe Spain a little, for daring to ſe- 
arate from Her. To ctie& This, what did 
he do? Why not put Herſelf to one Shilling of 
Expence, but conſented, and pretended: to ſome 
Merit in giving her Conſent, that We might ſend 
a large Squadron to the Weſt-Indies to block up 
the Galleous; but We were on no Condition what» 
ever to ſeize or touch the Treaſures, that were on 
Board of them, Upon this wiſe. Agreement and 
Reſqlation, Ho/icr's Squadron was ſent to the Ne 
ndiet, where He and two more Admirals loſt their 
vcs, and many other brave Officers. with. * _ 
=T Ulti⸗ 
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Moultitude of our e Sailors periſh'd 3 inſomuch 
that We now complain of our Want of Seamen; 
and Attempts have been made for obtaining the 
moſt dangerous Laws to recruit and mann our 
Fleets. 

Thus did France, by one Coup d adareſſe, inflict 
a temporary Puniſhment upon Spain, and a perma- 
nent one upon Us, daſhing Us one againſt another; 
teaching Spain that it was her Intereſt to remain 
united with France, and depriving Us, in ſome 
Meaſure, of the Power of hurting Her, if She took 
that plain and broad Intimation. 
In the mean Time, Gibraltar was beſieged, 

whilſt % Allies gave Us no Afliftance, and were 
at no Expence. As This convinced the Na- 
tion in general, it at laſt convinced the Miniſter 
how unable We were alone to reduce the exorbi- 
tant Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, and diſſolve 
their Alliance with Spain, for the Intereſt of France. 
Negotiations were therefore ſet on Foot, and ended 

in the Treaty of Seville, the whole Tendency of 
which, as to the Plan of Power in Europe, was to 
diſunite Spain from the Emperor; though, as the 
uatural Ally, of this Nation, He was the moſt 
. ower to be preſerved and reconciled 
% n |: | 
This Treaty totally broke off al! Correſpondence 
between Spain and Vienna, and laid Us under the 
Obligation of forcing both the Emperor's, and the 
Empires Conſent likewiſe, to the Introduction of 
Spaniſh Garriſons into the ſtrong Places of Tuſcany, 
upon our Guaranty, which We never made good; 
miſtaking the View of the Onadrupie Alliance, 
which was only an Expedient to prevent an imme- 

diate War in Europe, by adjuſting the Vifferences 
and Diſputes then ſubſiſting between ſeveral Princes, 
and ſuſpending others for a Tigi, A 
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By this falſe Step, according to the Articles of 
the I reaty of Sevz//e, We forced them into Excou- 
tion ; and, at a vait Expence to Ourſelves, carry'd 
Don Carlos into Italy. Nay, We even under» 
took the mean Task of convoying their Troops 
thither. By this monſtrous ill Potiey, We laid the 
Foundation of the total Deſtruction of the Imperial 
Army in Italy, — The Einperor was at once attack d 
by France, Spain, and Sardinia, and We retufed 
Him our Aid, though at that Time the ſecond 
Vienna Treaty was made, by which We promiſed 
the Emperor Aſſiſtance, if attack'd, but did not 
tulfil our Engagements; to which is owing the 
abſolute Depreſſion of the Auſtrian Family, and the 
Elevation of the Houſe of Boiurboy, with the Ac- 
quiſition of Lorain. * * 

Aſter This, by the Intrigues of France, the late 
Emperor was engaged in a War with the Turks, to 
complcat his Ruin. It is not therefore the Death 
of the late Emperor, that deſtroy'd the Houſe of 
Auſtria; tor it was in a Manner undone before. | 

But the Infincerity of France during all this 
Time of our tame Reſignation to Her, is yery re- 
markable, by the ſecret Encouragement the always 
gave to Spain, not to perform any. of the Articles 
of the Seville Treaty, as far as they related to Us, 
for Reparation of Damages, or the Security of our 
Trade and Navigation, tor the fature, On the 
contrary, France moſt certainly abetted Spain, by 
repeating and increaling thoſe Depredations, beſides 
her Cruelties in the American Seas. — This is mani- 
feſt from the Support, which France now gives to 
Spain, when by Treaties dhe ought to aſſiſt Us, as 
Spain is evidently the Aggreſſor. 

Do not all of Us remember that theſe very Depre- 
dations were in ſome Meaſure quitity'd, at leaſt 
extenuated and excuſed? But when they could 
3 * o 
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no longer borne; when the Clamours of the People 
grew too outragious for the Miniſter, then the 
Scheme was to amuſe Us with Commiſſaries and te- 
dious Negotiations, which ended in Nothing; whilſt 
France play'd her Game with great Dextcrity, 
| keeping Spain dependent upon Her tor Support, 
and run away with almoſt the whole T rade ot the 
Ne,. Indies. 3 

In the mean Time, it muſt not be forgot that 
this Treaty of Seville obtain'd tor Us no Acknow- 
ledgment of our Rights, Security of our Trade for 
the tuturc, nor any Reſtitution to our Merchants, 
who had been plunder'd for ſo many Years. This 
was foreſeen at firſt, by every 1mpartta! ſenſible 
Man, and our preſent Situation too fully proves it 
now. 


The ſecond Vienna Treaty was perhaps a right 


Meaſure in general, by reconciling Ourſelves to the 


Emperor; but the Manner of doing was certainly 
wrong; becauſe We negoriated it without any 
Communication with France, contrary to an expreſs 
Article in the Hauover Treaty, which intirely united 
France and Spatiy. 10 M031 | 
At Length, came the famous Convention, which 
was extold by this honeurabl: Gentleman, betore 
it appear d, as a Chef d'ouore. He ſaid it contain'd 
all We could wiſh, mach more than could have ever 
been expected; and yet what was it ?—Is it not an 
eternal Reproach to the late Parliament that They 
cver approved of it, or gave the leaſt Countenance 
' to it? — Our very Right of Navigation in thoſe 


Seas was brought into Queſtion, and the Limits of 


Search baſely admitted, in ſome Degree, by being 
relert'd to future Diſquiſition; from which fatal 
Blander We are brought into our preſent Difficul- 
tics. Had We made Ute of the I ime, whillt 7his 
Treaty was lapſing into Nothing, and been prepary 
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ing for War, We had ated wiſely, and by ſtriking 
an early Blow put an End to the War as ſoon 
as We had begun it. — I he We/-Inazes might 
have been in our Power, according to the Opi- 
nion of the Admiral himſelf, who now commands 
there; and, in that Cafe, France would ſcarce 
have ventured upon ſending her Fleets to ſupport 
Satin. X 
| 2 This is not all; for the South-Sea Company 
were intended to be made a Sacrifice to Spain by 
this iniquitous Convention ; fince the Declaration of 
the Marquis de la Luadra as the Condition, upon 
| the Validity and Faith of which Spain agreed to 
|| ſign the Convention, and not otherwiſe, was allows 
ing the Senſe and Meaning of the third Article to 
| be a total Excluſion of the Demands of the Sb. 
Sea Company, with Reſpect to this national Con- 
= vention, with the reciprocal Demands of Money, 
and Reſtitution on both Sides; when, at the ſame 
Time, this Declaration was intended to force the 
Saut h- Sea Company to pay 68,000 J. by a declared 
| private Senſe and Meaning of the feid Article, as 
the Condition of ſigning that Treaty, for the Bene» 
fit and Advantage of the King of Spain, contrary 
to the ſaid expreſs Words ct that Artide in the 
Trcaty, under the Penalty of ſo much greater 
Value, the Suſpenſion of their Trade; which was 
| contrary to Fuftice and Treaties, and contrary to 
| the firſt Principles of all Governments, Vet is there 
great Reaſon to believe that the honourable Gentle- 
man was the firſt Perſon, who propoſed- to Don 
Geraldino to ſaddle the. South-Sea Company with 
68,000 J. Part of the 95,0CO J. to be paid by 
| ain, or directed the Negotiations, upon which 
| it was founded. . 
Ihe Convention was ſo far from obtaining, or 
uſſerting an Acknowledgement of our Rights, _— 
* — Sl the 
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the Advice of both Houſes of Parliament given to 
his Majeſty, declaring that Spain had no Claim to 
ſearch our Ships, under any Pretence, upon the 
open Seas, that the ſaid Treaty ſeems to allow 
that Right, and the Spaniſh Maxims, upon which 
it is founded, fo far as that it had never yet been 
contradicted by our Miniſters, nor aflerted, regu= 
lated, or mention'd in the Treaty, as it ought to 
have been done, purſuant. to the Advice of, Parlia- 
meat; but only. in general declares that our Griev- 
ances arc to be regulated by the Treaties named 
therein; upon which "Treaties only Spain had 
founded their Practice, which was long ſubmitted 
ro, and ſometimes openly juſtity'd by our Miniſter. 
There is great Reaſon to be convinced that our 
juſt and moft valuable Rights were never aſſerted, 
nor any Propoſition made tor the ſecure Enjoyment 
of them, till there was an End of the Convention, 
by Spain's refuſing to pay the 95,000 J. ſtipulated, 
and till hoftile Orders were ſent from hence to our 
Squadrons abroad. . et. 

When temporary Expedients, Preliminaries, Pa- 
cifications, Conmiſſaries, and Conventions would no 
longer prevail, and a great Majority. of the People 
grew tired of ſuch trifling Amuſements, the A. 
uiſter was forced into a War; though ſometimes He 
ſays that He was driven into it, and ſometimes 
that He was as forward as any One to enter into 
it, juſt as it ſuits the Purpoſe of the preſent Time. 
I with He would ſtick to one Point, that We might 
know where to have Him, and how to anſwer 
Him. | | ) 

As for ' Dunkirk, I ſhall ſay but little upon it, 
being very unwilling to urge any. Thing, at this 
Time, that may be conſtrued to provoke a Freneb 
Var; but ſure I am that if We frould be involved 
in One, it will be a moſt dreadful Annoyance to 
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enr Trade, as it was in the 44% War, and the Owner 
of every Veſſel, that is taken by a Dunkirk Privateer, 
Will have Reaſon to curſe Thoſe, who have ſuffer'd 
it to become a Port and Harbour again, contrary 
to a ſolemn and expreſs Treaty. — That it is now 
a Port and Harbour. is ſeli- evident, not only 
ſrom our Connivance, at the Reparation of it, but 
by admitting their Cambricks and Brandies to be 
imported into England, and taking a Flemiſh 
Duty for thoſe Commodities, which is plainly ac- 
knowlcdging it to be a Port. 10 

When an Enquiry was formerly made into this 
Affair, and upon the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances obtain d 
from the Court of France that the Port and Harbour 
thould be reduced to the Condition preſcribed bx 
the Treaty of Utrecht, and of keeping their Faith 
even to 4 Nicety, an Addreſs of Thanks was pro- 
ſented to his Majeſty for the great Care ot his 
Subjects in that important Affair. Neverthelcſs, 
the Importations from thence have never been inter- 
mitted, nor hath the chief, if not the only "Thing 

. anfiſted upon by our Engineer, whilſt France was 
ö permitted to make it a Port again, been performd; 
I mean the total Deſtruction of the Foundations of 
the Risbank, and the other Forts, which was then 
apprehended would hereatter ſerve for the Ercc- 
tion of Batteries, tor the Protection of the Har- 
bour, and afterwards carrying on what Works They ©? 
| _—_ This ought theretore: to be thought a 
Neglect of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the 
Nation, ſince We may now too ſoon ſcel the Eflects 
of it from thence. | Ds, 

This muſt be allow'd to be very hard Uſage 
from a Nation, to whom We have long been tb, 
compliant in almoſt every Thing; one ever-memo- 
Table Inſtance of which was our Conſent to let 
Them recruit their Iriſb Regiments in that Can 
* whic 
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which was the moſt amazing Piece of Complaiſance 
ever known. This alone was an Article crimi- 
nal in the higheſt Degree. It is knownto be Fact, 
and was juſt going into Execution, had not good 
Nature and the Love of their Country prevail'd 
upon ſome Perſons, who choſe to alarm the World 
with it, and prevented the Thing, before it was 
abſolutely perſected. Thus did They ſave their 
Country from a deſtructive Meaſure, and prevented 
Thoſe, who were concern'd in it, trom dipping too 
far into the Treaſon; for ſo it really was. All 
the Proteſtants of Ireland, as well as of England, 
were ſufficiently enraged at this deſtructive Con- 
ceſſion, and would have call d out loudly for ju- 
ſtice, had it been actually put in Execution. 
But. now let Us take a View of his Conduct in 
this War. - | 
It is apparent to the whole Nation that it ought 
to have been proſecuted with the utmoſt Vigour 
and Expedition in the Weſt- Indies, where alone We 
could diſtreſs our Enemy in the molt ſenſible Man- 
ner, and obtain any laſting Advantage to this 
Nation. Vet the timely ſupplying and reinforcing 
ot Admiral Vernon there, notwithſtanding the 
Knowledge of his moſt eſſential Wants, was moſt 
thametully neglected. His Succeſs ſhews what 
might have been done, had He been ſupply d with 
a ſmall Number of Land- Forces ſent over from 
hence even in the Spring, before our Enemy ſent 
iuch Numbers, and had Lime given Them to for- 
tily Themſelves, which is an irretrievable Omiſſion, 
conſidering our numerous and uſeleſs Army kept at 
home lait Year, though "Tranſports for 8000 Men 
to the Weſt- Indies were taken up in December 1739, 
ſome of which might have been euploy'd there 
with ſuch Probability of Succeſs, that a Blow given 
in Time might have reduced Sp4in before now to 

| reaſonable 
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reaſonable Terms of Accommodation, and pre- 
vented France from ſending their Squadrons to the 
Neñ,- Indies. 

But the Inactivity of our | Fleets > though 
fitted out at a monſtrous Expence, is a Sort of | 
Proof that the great Man had more Deſire to tire 
Us of the War than our Enemies. His loſing the 
Opportunity of beginning it, by an carly and de- 
cifive Stroke, as He certainly might have donc, 

roves Him extreamly backward; and his not ſend- 
lag Succours to Admiral Vernon from the 2d of | 
November 1739 to the Middle of June 1740, which | 
is ſeven Months, though They were under great | 
Apprchenſions of the Spaniſh Fleet being fard | 
thither, and ſuperior to Him, is a wondertul In- 
ftance-ot 13 Policy, it not Something worfe. It 
appears, by the n laid before Parliament, 
that the Admiral more than orice: complain'd of | 
being /ock'd wp in Port, and diſabled from under» | 
taking any Entcrprize, lor Waut of Proviſions, and 
naval Stores. - s 

Are the glorious Actions, which the Atmiral 
has pcertorm'd, to be attributed to the Adinifter f — 
No ſurely. They ſeem to be almoſt Miracles 
rather than any Thing elſe, conſidering the ſmall | 
Force, with which He pertorm'd them. But to 


prove, beyond all Contradiction, that by Orders | 
from hence there was no Reaſon to expect what 


was done, We need only appeal to the Admiral's | 
Letters. He makes a Kind of Excuſe for 
what He had done, hoping it might be underſtood | 
to be within the MraNING of hig Inſtructiuns; 
which plainly manifeſts that He had no pos rr I VE 
Ixs r RUOTToxs for the doing it; and it appears | 


that the firft Inſructious received by Him, tor any 


Thing of the ſame Kine, were yn yOu Service 


1. 
. That this is true, appears from the Admiral's 
Letters, laid upon the I able of the Horſe of Com- 
1101s the laſt Parliament. | | 
In one of them, Hecomplains “ of empty Store- 
« Fouſes ; the Shrowds rotten; his Ships over- 
% 124/ted; ſent to Sea with od Guard. Ship Rigging.” 
In his nest Letter, He complains .* of being 
« difabled from keeping the Sea for Want of 
« Stores, and reduced to his Neighbour Don 
« Blas's Fate, to be laid by the Walls; that he is 
« in a melancholy and forlorn State.” | 
In another Letter, He complains again © of old 
Rigging being ſent to Him; the Officers of the 
« Yard thluking it only another Spithead Expe- 
'« dition.” 0c 3 | 
But to proceed Sf ng 
Ihe ſuttering the Cadiz Squadron to fail to 
Ferrol, and both of them to ſteal from thence, and 
go unmoleſted to the Weft-Indies, when either 
Admiral Huddock, or Ogle, might have eaſily 
prevented ir, is an unaccountable Piece of Neglect, 
and muſt have been occaſion' d by wrong Iutelli- 
fence, or rather no Intelligence at all. They and 
the two French Squadrons, getting to the Ne- 
Indies ſo long betore We could, left our Fleets 
and our Clones in the moſt imminent Danger. Is 
it not very ſurprizing that We had no better Ad- 
vices of the Preparations, which France was making, 
and what were her true Deligns ? For by what ap- 
pears from the Papers deliver d to Parliament, the 
firſt Intelligence, which our Mipnifters had of the 
real Deligns of France, came ſo far off as even 
from our own Weſt-Indizs ; and there are ſcvera} 
Letters from thence informing Them that France 
and Spain were fitting out ['lcets to be ſent to the 
Mes. Indies, which put our Colonies and Settlements 
there into the utmoſt Conſternation. They farther 
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adviſed that the Contracts for victualling theſe Ships, 
as well as Martinico itſelt, were made in Ireland. — 
Is it therefore to be credited that it ſhould be 
many Months after Ihis, before the Embargo was 
laid on Proviſions in Ireland ? 

Having given this Detail of our foreign Affairs, 
in as brict a Manner as the Nature of the Subject 
would admit, I ſhall now endeavour to enumerate © 
ſome Inſtances of our domeſtic Mul- Adminiſtration 
with the ſame Brevity, without attempting to ag- 
gravate any; for ſtating them in a true Light will 
be ſufficient; and I mult here obſcrve that it is not 
my Deſign to give a particular Narrative of the 
Proceedings, upon this Occaſion, but only a ſhort 
Juſtification of them. 8825 \ 
It is well known that this honourable Gentleman 
hath long rode triumphant in the Adminiſtration. 
That He hath had, and even boaſted of having 
the ſole Influence over all the Councils, is notorious, . 
Is not He thereſore juſtly chargeable and ac- 
countable for all the Mal-verſations ? — Is it not 
certain that He hath tor many Years, in a Manner, 
' az0nopolized all the Favours of the Crown, and en- 
grow the ſole Diſpoſal of all Places, Penfions, | 
itles, and Ribbons, as well as the Gift ot all Prefer- 
ments, civil, military, and ecclęſiaſtical? — Hath 
He not oppoſcd and defeated the Advancement of 
many deſerving Gentlemen upon the bare Suſpicion 
of not being blindly devoted to his private Intereſ} ? 
_ Hath He not made Uſe of his prevailing Influence 
to diſplace /everal other Perſons of the higheft Rank 
 - and moſt illuſtrious Characters, upon that Account 
—_ only? No other Reaſon, at leaſt, hath been aſſign d 
= for theſe extraordinary and arbitrary Proceedings. 
Nay hath He not openly avow'd it Himſelf, 
1 and faid that He mult be a pitiful Fellow of a Mini-- 
4 Her, who would not do the ſame ? 
4 : 1 
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Thus hath He made Favours, ſlaviſhly obtain'd 
from an indulgent Maſter, ſubſervient to his Views 
of gaining a corrupt Majority in both Houſes of Par- 
liament, and keeping I hem dependent upon Himſelf. 
Hence hath He been enabled to impoſe ſeveral 
Exciſe- Laus upon the People, and even encouraged 
to attempt a general Exciſe Hence the inſolent 


* 


= Severity of the Laws for colleching the Revenues ; 


the Revival of oppreſſive Duties, which affect the 
Poor; anticipating them and mortgaging them for 
many Years to come; ſeizing the Surpluſſes of 
Lotteries, as it not belonging to the Sinking Fund; 
taking the whole Sinking Fund, which ought to 
have been ſtrictly apply'd to the Payment of the 
-publick Debt only, and making it anſwer the current 
Services of the Tear; ſupplying vaſt and unne- 
calary Expences brought upon Us only by his 
own bad Management ; demanding frequent and 
expenſive Subſidies for foreign Troops, without 
any viſible Cauſe or Ule for them; and keep- 
ing up a Land-Force at Flome, when abſolutely 
unneceſſary, dangerous to the Liberties of the 
People, and unavoidably creating a Diſſatisfaction 
amongſt 'I'hem. — Let it not be urged that theſe - 
Things were done by Partiament.— That is the 
very Crime charged againſt Him; getting by im- 
proper Means an undue Influence in Parliament, 
and then obtaining their Sanction for his own unjuſ 
Meaſures. That this is a good Reaſon for the late 
Motion may be proved out of his own Mouth, in 
the Articles of Impeachment againſt the late Earl 
of Oxford. Hence it is: that He hath ventured 
to throw out Defiances, and never fear'd any Eu- 
quiry. From hence he hath ſeem'd of late to 
deſpiſe Ads of Indemnity, and judged them unne- 
cellary tor his Safety, though ſuch an AF was tor- 
N r 3 
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merly drawn up, by his own Order, but laid aſide, 


upon its being properly expoſed, 

One great Increaſe of our publick Debt was owing, 
to his corrupt Management of the Army Debentures 
by which they were ſwell'd to an exorbitant Height. 
Theſe Debentures were fold at 301, or 35.1. per Cent. 
Diſcount before any Fund was ſettled tor the Pay- 
ment of the Imeref, and had originally no Fund 
for the Payment ot Principal or Iutereſl. The 
Caſe of the Nevis, Navy Bills, and others was of 
much the ſame Nature, and it would be caſy to 


point out the particular Money-Shop, where this 


iniquitous Buſineis was chiefly tranſacted. 

A Million of the late King's Debt on the Civil 
Lift, which we were tallacioutly told was to be no 
Charge to the Nation, is now left a Debt upon it. 
One hundred and fifteen thouſand Pounds was ask d 
tor the very firſt Year, under the Pretence of a De- 
fictency, though the contrary was evidently made 


to appcar; and notwithſtanding the immenſe Civil 


Lift now granted, who docs not know that it is 
vaſtly in Debt at this Inſtant? — What: can be the 


Cauſe of This, but that the deans of Government 


are grown fo intolerably expenſive, that the Na- 


tion cannot bear it? — At this Rate, Parliameuts 


themſelves may come to be thought a Grievance 


and be ſo burthenſome an Engine of Government; 
that the People may grow tired of them, arid wiſh 


of the Kingdom, and the Centre of all our Trade, 
treated like every little Corporation, and govern'd 
by the ſame Means, their Petitions rejected with 

ontempt, or only laid upon the Table, which 
is much the fame Thing, what can be ſaid in De- 
tence of ſuch a Minifter? _ 


for any other, ---- When We ſee Seer Metropolis 


But above all, the frequent Practice of intros 


gucing Votes of Credit is certainly a moſt dangerous 
: * | Innovation 
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Innovation on the Conſtitution, and hath a direct 
 'Tendency to make not only the Prince but the 
Miniſter arbitrary. 

The avow'd Oppoſition, ma this Gentleman 
gave, whilſt at the Head of the Revenae, to a plain 
and practicable Scheme tor reducing the national 
Debt, brought into the Houſe of Commons by a very 
worthy and a very able 2 & it, joined. to the 
extravagant Expences He is always bringing upon 
Us, is a manifeſt Proof that it is not his Deſire to 
ſee this heavy Delt ever reduced, as long as He 
continues in Power; for He is too ſenſible of the 
Influence that artends i it; and This was certainly 
one Reaſon for the farther mortgaging of the 
Salt-Daty, which hath ſuch a Number of Officers 
concern'd in it. 

I mutt here mention another Thing, upon which 
the honourable Gentleman, when He was charged 
with it, too Shame to Himſelf, in having tor many 
Years together loſt one whole Revenue; I mean 
the Duty on Hawkers and Pedlars. 

In ſhort, the Management ot our IG dais 
have kept an exact Pace with our Conduct abroad; 
the Purſult of which deſtructive Meaſures, and the 
Want of a more trugal Management at home have 
render d our public Debts very little leflen'd, ſinee 
the happy Acceſſion of the preſent Rœyal Family to 
the Throne. — The prblick Debt, due the 3iſt 
of December 1716, was 47,894, .; but by ſome 

Articles omitted, and many extraordinary Allowances 
afterwards, particularly his great Increaſe of it by 
the Army Debentures, it was made to amount to 
$1,000,C00 J.; of which there was paid oll, in the 
Year. 1725, about five Millions, before it was 
thought neceſiary to reduce the exorbitant Power 
of the Houſe of Auffria; and We had the pleaſing 
1 5 of ſoon * our publick Debts greatly 
LES 
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diminith'd, and the heavy Burthens of our moſt 
ve Taxes taken off, by the Progreſs of the 
Sinking Fund, which would have been ſo much 
increaſed at Midſummer 1727, by the Reduction 
of the Intereſt of a great Part of them from five 
to four per Cent. But, upon the Demiſe of his late 
Majeſty, above 100,000 J. a Year was taken from 
that Fund, and added to his preſent Majeft”s Civil 
Lift ; which annual Sum, for above thirteen Years, 
would have paid off a conſiderable Part of our 
Debt; but notwithſtanding this Deduction, the 
Produce of the Sinking Fund, for the Year 1728, 
being the firſt after the Reduction of Intereft, was 
1,244,789 J. which for thirteen © Years, without 
reckoning any Thing for the annual Increaſe of 
that Fund by what was paid off the foregoing Year, 
would alone have paid off 16,182, 257 J. more. — 
But ſuch is our unfSrihnate and deplorable Situa- 
tion, owing to the Conduct of this Minifter, that 
our public Debts are ſtill about 48,0c0,000 J.; of 
which about 7,000,000 J. of our public Debts now 
remaining are new Debts contracted ſince the 
Hanover Treaty, notwithſtanding the many Millions, 
that have been taken from the S7»king Fund, to pay 
for our extraordinary and expenſive current Service 
of the Near. Had not the Sinking Fund been thus 
diverted from its original Inſtitution, and Contract 
with the publick Creditors, above half our Debt 
might have been paid off, to the great Advantage 
of the Nation, and may at laſt be wiſh'd for by the 
publick Creditors. | 
This was the Subſtance of the Charge, as far as 
J can recollect it, againſt the honourable Gentleman, 
and the Reaſon for making this Motion to remove 
Him from his Majeſty's Councils, as the chief Oc- 
caſion of our preſent unhappy Situation both Abroad 
and at Home. Nobody denics his 2 
a | which 
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which perhaps may be ſuperior to moſt Men in ſome 
Parts of Government ——— Had He confined Him- 
ſelf to his own proper Department, He might cer- 
tainly have been ot great Service to his Country; 
but what Man can undertake every Thing? 
He is not charged with Want of Talents, but with 
aſſuming too much Power, and making an // Uſe of 
it; for a ſole and abſolute Minifler this Nation 
cannot hear. It is contrary to our Laws, and the 
very Nature of our Conſtitation ; there being many 
Precedents in our Records not only for accuſing 
Thoſe, who engroſs that Power to Themſelves, but 
likewiſe for addreſſiug the Throne to remove ſuch 
dangerous Miniſters, as a Grievanse to the Nation, 
and even for -baniſhing of Minifters *, who mono- 
polized the Ear and Councils ot their Prince. 
How theretore can it be ſaid, and yet it was ſaid 
in the Debate, that his Motion was unprecedented 
and ſurprizing? I think it is much more ſur- 
prizing, conlidering our deplorable Circumſtances 
tor many Years paſt, that We were ſupine fo long, 


and that ſuch a Motion was not made many Years 


before; eſpecially ſince the Nation call'd fo loudly 
ſor It of, © | | 

If Parliaments are deſign'd to redreſs Grievances 
if They are the Grand Council of the Nation to ad- 


viſe his Majeſty in all arduous and important Af- 


fairs, (as the Writ, which calls Us together, ex- 
preſſes) then I am ſure it is their Duty to join in 
any Meaſures, which appear neceſſary for main- 


} taining our juſt Liberties, preſerving our Conſiitution, 


and ſecuring the preſent Royal Family on the 
Throne. 

But if, on the contrary, Parliaments are deſign d 
for Nothing but to give Money, whenever call'd 
upon to do it; to vote Troops, wanted or not 

The tro Spencers, 
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wanted; to load the Subjects with Taxes; to give 
unlimiſ Votes of Credit, whenever demanded; and 

| paſs ſevere and oppreſſrve Laws; to ſcreen every 
Action of an Adminiftration, ard to approve of 
every Thing They do; then it muſt be confeſs'd 
that the honourable entleman hath made the right 
Uſe of Parliaments, and underſtands what they are 
intended tor better than any Man now living in the 
Kingdom, or any Miniſter in former 'T imes. 

To look back for feyeral Years, and recount the 
many unfortunate Steps of a Jong Hal. Adminiſira- 
tion, can be no very agreeable Jask to any One; 
to attack a Man perſonally muſt be ungrateful to 
any Mind tinctured with the leaſt Degree of Goods 
nature and Compaſſion; but yet theſe ate Provin- 
ces, odious as they may be thought, which We 
muſt ſometimes undertake, it We have any Regard 
for our Country, and act the Part of honeſt 
Citizens. This is what the honourable Gentle= 
mam hath Himſclf more than once undergone, 
J am willing to believe He was then convinced that 
He was doing his Duty to his Country, how 'dif- 
agrecable ſocver it might be to Himſelf. He was 
then conſcious of the Honeſty of his own Inten- 
tions, and cannot juſtly blame any Body ele for 
acting the ſame Part. — Would to God He had 
not furniſhd fo much Occanon tor Others to retort 
even leſs Severities on Him than He hath ſheun to 
Others; and then there would have been no Occa- 
tion for this uneaſy and ungrateſul Task. 

But, ſay the Advocates of this Minifter, what 
Proof hath been produced to ſupport all or any of 
theſe numerous and heinous Charges brought againſt 
Him?——To which I reply. © © 

There are but two or three Ways at moſt, that 
the Commons have ever practiſed, of bringing cu 
Ministers to Puniſhment; That is, by Bill, Im- 
R | | peachment, 
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peachment, or by Addreſs to the Throne to remove 
Them — The i is much the leaſt hard cvere 
of the three; ſince it afſects neither the Lit, the 
Liberty, nor even the Acquiſitions They may have; 
made by a long Coarſe of evil Conduct; but only 
removes Them trom continuing theæir Oppreſſions. 
Take away the Wicked from before. the King, aud 
his Throne ſball be\eftablifſy'd iu Rig hteouſueſ. 

In the former Caſes, legal Evidenee muſt be pro- 
duccd and apply'd particularly to the ſeveral Heads: 
of Accuſation. But in this Jfethod of: Proceeding, 
ſtrong Preſumptions have always been ſufficient 31 
and it the Fudis arc notorious, the Houſe isjuitity'd- 
in their Ef ie There may be many Things 
as plain and mani feſt as the Teſtimony even of an 
hundred Witneſſes could make them; and yet, 
perhaps, there would be great Difficulty of proving 
them in a legal Way, But if M{fſchiefs and Grieve: 
auces are evident, and Oppreſſiaus arc ſelt; Thoſe, 
who are known to have the Aaminiſtration in their 
Hands, and cſpecially if it ſhouid be ove /ingle Pers: 
ſon, who hath the King's Ear, and is known. to: 
have the chief Credit with Him, He 1s always 
eſteem'd the Author of the bad Adviec; and ac- 
countable for it. It not, all parliamentary 
Euquirjes are fruſtrated, and mult be to no Effect. 


Henry the 4th, a wiſe Prince, when the Commons 
made a Complaint againſt four of his Servants. at 
once, He told Them that though He himſelt 
knew Nothing criminal againſt Them, yet He was. 
ſure the Commons muſt be in the Right, and re- 
moved Them all, declaring, that He would do the 
ſame by any Others, who lhould be year his Reya/ 
Perſon, it They were ſo unhappy as to fall under 
the Hatred and Indignation gt. is People. 
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Hag We, for twenty Tears la paſt, been ever 


ſoflef d to have one proper Committee of Parliament, 


to examine into the Ditpolition of ſo wany Millions 
as ſeem to have been ſquander'd away? —— Have 
We even been allow 'd fairly and impartially to 
confider the Multitude of 7 reaties our Miniſters 


| have of late Years made? — hey have, indecd, 


been brought before Parliament; but for what ?— 
Why by the Mnifters Themſelves for a ſure and 
implicit Approbation. —— Hath that Approba- 
tion given them any Credit without Doors, or 
perſuaded the World to think the better of them ? 
— No. — "The People tecl the bad Eflects of them. 
— Their Senſes are not to be impoſed upon. 
If the Actions of a Miniſter be condemn'd by the 
general Voice of the People; if all diſintereſted Men 
without Doors are againſt Him; will a Vote. of 


probation within Doors be of any long Utility 90 | 


Him? — No. It may poſſibly brivg a Reproach 
the Parliament, eſpecially if its Duration be 


not long; but it will never wipe off the Stains 


from Him. 


But as to the Method of Proceeding, and the 
_ pretended Want ot legal Proof, I have ſome what 
tarther to ſay. — Is it not bencath the Dignity of 
Parliament to follow the common Forms ot the 
Courts of Neſiminfler- Hall? — Would it not have 
been ſcandalous for the grand Cuuucil of the Na- 


tion to deſcend into every minute Circumſtance? — 


Could it be expected that "They thould bring par- 
ticular Proof that the Zonourable Gentleman charged 
has been prime and ſle Minter tor above twenty 
Years ? — Docs not che whole Nation know it? — 
What Neceſſity is there for any particular Evie 
dence to prove that He has made, or order d — 
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be made ſeveral. bad Treaties ? — Do Welt hot all 
{-el the ſevere Ellects of Them ? — What Reaſon, 
at leaſt, have thoſe Members of either Houle, who, 
voted againſt the Hanover Treaty, the Treaty of, 
Seville, the Convention, beſides all the other tedious, 
and expenſive Negotiations, to demand a Proot that, 
they were bad ones? — It They did not think them 
ſo, why did Fhey vote againſt them ? If They, 
really thought Them to be good Treaties, how can 
They juſtity their Conduct before God and the 
wholc World ? | Nee | 2.3 


I ſhall now LTD as I promiſed, to ſome 
Remarks upon the honourable Gentleman's Speech 
in his own Delia: for though | he would not ſuf- 
fer any Body to anſwer . Him in the Houſe ot 


Commons, He muſt expect and ſhall have a Reply , 
in Print. | 


Having thus inſiſted upon his nick of ſpeaking 
laſt, He complain'd of a mew Bundle of Infamys 
which was Her d ſo late in the 2 we 3 Ho 
was the ole Occaſion of it Himſclf. 5 


« Tt was a great Comfort, ſaid He, that none 
«of my Enemies could impute any corrupt Guin 
to Me, nor condemn Me for any ove Trau/attion, . 
« cither ſoreign nor domeſtick, that had pot beep .. 
% done either by Direction of e or Alter 
vwards approved by Parliament. 


Hou trifling and frivolgus i is this: nr 

Could not the ſame be ſaid by any prime Miniſfer 
tor many Years paſt? — Have They not all go 
vern'd Partiaments in their Turns? Did not even 
the Treaty of Utrecht itſelf, which has been made 
e for all our Blunders and Miſmanage- 
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ment ſince, receive the Approbation of Parliament, 
as an honourable Peace, and yet did not this very 
Gentleman impeach the late Earl of Oxford for 
directing the Negotlation of it as prime Miniſter 
only, though not in his own proper Department as 
Lord High Treaſurer ? et, | 


Here ſtand I, ſaid the honourable Gentleman, 
«innocent as I am. God knows my Heart, I never 
| „ had but two Employments and one little Grant 
YH (meaning his Houle at Chelſea ) which might 
© be worth, perhaps, about ſeven hundred Pounds. 
« Oh! Yes, ſaid He, I had like to have forgot 

« this little Ornament a-creſs my Shoulders, which 

might be the Envy of another Place; but it was 

% impoſſible to imagine that it could give any 

« Offence to the Members of this Houſe, for re- 

“ ſtoring that Honour to Them, which fome of 

| &« their Anceſtors had formerly worn. I. might, 
| indeed, have had a White Staff and a Seat in 4 
| the other Honſe, by his _Y Goodneſs; but 
I choſe to continue amongſt You, and hope fuch | 
« a Retuſal cannot be thought any Indignity to 


Tos“ 
„ 4»; » 


"Tn Anſwer" to This, I think that two of the 
firſt Employinents in the Kingdom, conſidering the 
| vaſt Power, which belongs to them, by having 
| the Diſpalition of the publick Money in his Hands, 
| ought not to be treated in ſo diſdainful a Manner. 


Chelſea Houſe; becauſe whether it was worth ſeven 
w1undred or ſever thouſand Ponds, it is of no great 
Conſequence to the Nation, in C mpariſon ot the 
un heavy Burthens He has brobght upon Us. 


| I ſhall not infiſt upon his poor ittle Grant of 
| 
| 


f 


1 — : But 
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hut can He pretend to ſay that He has had no 
other ſecret Grants for Himſelf, his Sons, his Re» 
Intions, his Creatures and Dependants ? ---- Is not 
his Brother Auditor of all our Plantations, Colonies 
and Settlements in the Weſi-Indies for Life, of an 
unknown Value, conſidering his ravenous Improve» 
ment of ir, beſides. other lucrative Employments, 
which He has many Years enjoy'd ? ---= Is not his 
eldeſt Son Auditor of the Exchequer at home for 
Liſe, computed at £0201. a Year ? — Is not his 
ſecond Son Clerk of the Pells, for Life, computed 
at 4000 J. a Yeat'? ---- Did he not obtain, from 
his late Majeſty, an illegal Grant in Truſt for his 
two younger Sons for the Place of ColleAor of the 
Cuſtoms inwards, generally cſteem'd_ 2000 J. a Year? 
— Belides which, has not qoung Horace the Place of 
Porter, or Uſher to the Exchequer for” Life, of the 
Yearly Value of 1400 1? —— Theſe only will be 
found, upon a very moderate Computation, to 
amount to above 20,000 J. a Year to his Family 
for Liſe. But are We not to reckon into 
the Account the great Eſtate He has raiſed, the 
ſumptuous” Palace He has built, and the great 
Wealth He has accumulated to Himſelf and his 
Family, as well as his expenſive Manner of 38 
for many Years paſt? Will any Man © 

Senſe, who ktiew his Circumſtances at the Demiſe 
of the late Queen Aune, believe all This could 
poſſibly be done out of the viſible Profits of 2w9 
Employments, which were never computed fo high 
as 3009 L a Year, and a little Gram df 700 J 
only: | > 354.3 3 ; 


oe 46s oth 
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As to his little Ornament hung | about bit Shoul- 
ders, what Pretence can He pothbly make for aging 
that it did Honour to the Houſe of — 
as 
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Has He ever dignify'd any other Member of that 


Houſe with it, even his own polite Brother, or any 


Gentleman of his own Party, whoſe Birth, Educa- 
tion and Principles might have deſerv ed it as well 
as Himlclt, 


With Regard to the White Staff and a Peerage, 


who docs not know that He would have taken 


them both many Years ago, if He could have 


ſound a Perſon capable of ſupporting his Intereſt in 


the Hoyſe of Commons? --- It is not therefore owing 
to his great Humility or. Reſpect to that Houſe, 
but to his own Safcty that he declined 7hoſe 
Fhnours. | | 


In anſwer to the Charge of the Army Debentures, 


the honourable Gentleman was pleaſed to ſay © that 
« the Devil, who had long owed the Patriots a 


“% Shame, had now given it Them; for that Affair 


te ought to be placed to the Account of Thoſe, 


« who were then in Power, when He was only 


To ſet this Affair in a true Light, it appears 
by the Votes of the Honſe of Commons, that He 
was the + ropoſer of the firſt Bill, for fating and 


determining the Debts due to the Army, and order d 
to bring it in. Thus did He give a Beginning to 
that Tranſaction, almoſt two Y cars before He was 


out of Power; and aſter his Return to it, Ne 
compleatly finiſh'd what he began, by bringing in 
the laſt Bill, to his own great Profit and Advan- 


tage. The Debts due to the Army were calculated, 
at firſt, at no more than 3 or 400,000 J. at moſt; 
but, by bis frugal Management, they aſterwards 


were ſwell d up to 2,1 $2,927 | 1 2 9 251 | 
17 A 
| ot 


Iſſued out accorgivghy ; 


Loſs was owing to 


. 
of that Sum not ſubſcribed into the Count h. S 
Company, He very prudently paid them off, becauſe 
they were only fraggling Debts; and not becauſe. 
they were at 2 large * Diſcount, and bore a leſs 
Intereſt than all our other national Debts © 


In the next Place, the honourable Gentleman en- 
deavour'd to juttify Himſelt in the Affair of the 
Hawkers and Pedlars, by ming, that © had He 
« becn apprized of ſuch a I ranſaction being men- 
« tion'd, which was under Contideration of Parlia- 
« ment fo long ago, He could prove that no Impu- 
« tation of Negle# could be laid to Him, bur to 


« Thoſe, who were in the Treaſury before Him.” * 


I do not underſtand what this Gentleman means 
by Neglect; for ſuppoſing that Part of this publick 

Thoſe in the Treaſury before Him, 
was it not his Duty, when He came into Power 
again, to enquire into the Accounts of that Office ?—' 
Was this no Neglect? When He was firſt charged 
with it, did He not own it to be a Negled, and ex- 
cuſe it in an inſolent Manner, by calling it only a 
Hawking and Peddling Buſineſs;? — And when a 
Queſtion was propoſed upon it, did He not openly, 
declare, that when g Miniſter was perſonally” at- 
tack'd He had a Right, in his aun Defence, to make 
Uſe of parliamentary Craft, and theretore the Que- 
ſtion tor the Order of the Day was prone and 
took Place? It is therefore extremely ſurprizing 
that He ſhould make any Miſtake about ſo plain a 
Fact, ſince his Memory has been often retreſhi d 
with it, both within Doors, and without. 


« As to the Treaty 0 f Hanover, ſaid the bonaur« 
« able Gentleman, it was the Work of another 
_& Perſon, and if He approved ꝙ it afterwards in 

5 Gs Par- 
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« Parliameyt, or in Council, He was only Que cnt 
« of Many, in both Places; and rather ſubmitted 
« to what He thought was neceſlary to be ſup» 
ported after it was done, than that He approved 
« of the making it.” ale 

Why did not the hononral)e Gentleman mention 
that other Perſon, who was guilty of making ſo, 
fatal a Treaty © — Was it not One, to whom He 
firſt owed all his Advancement to Power, and was, 
afterwards uſed by Him in a moſt ungrateſul Man- 
ner? —— Was He not Prime Mnifter, when that, 
Treaty was made? —— Had He not the ſolc Di- 
rection of all Affairs, both abroad and, at home 2. 
Who therefore can be ſo weak as to belicve that 
any atber Perſon would make ſuch a Treaty with- 
out his Direction and Advice? — Docs He deny. 
his Approbation of it both in Parliament aud in 
Council. If He ſubmitted to it, ecntrary to his, 
own Judgment, and his Conſcience, what Exculc 
can be made for ſuch a Condydt ? | | 


Ol the ſame Kind was his Aſſertion, © that all 
« the other Treaties were right at the Times they 
were reſpectively made, though they, may not 
have had the deſired Effect 


Enough has been ſaid already about the if 
Convention ; but as the honourable Gentleman ſecms 
to look upon it as his Darling Child, and was not. 
aſhamed to juſtify it in his Speech, though it has 
been ſo generally condemn'd by the whole Nation, 
T muſt ſay ſomcthing farther, upon it. When He 
endeavour'd to get a parnamentary Approbation of 
it, He declared, in the Face of the whole Hauſe, 
that He alone was arſweraple. for it; but as Time 


* 
* 


. 


has ſufficiently expoſed the clandeſtine and iniqui⸗ 
tous Part of that Treaty, an Attempt was made to 
enquire into it the laſt Seſſion; but every Step to- 
wards obtaining any Lights, or Papers, relating to 
it, was refuſed, under Pretence of Secrecy; though 
the Facts were publickly known both at home and 
abroad, except to the Parliament, in their judicial 
Capacity. This Pretence was ſufficient to a dependent 
Aajority; and has, through his whole Adminiſtra» 
tion, prevented an Enquiry into foreign Affairs, 
and glving the Crown any Advice in Relarion to 
them; which is the proper Buſineſs and Duty of 
Parliament. It theretore became neceſſary, as the 
only Way left, by which an Enquiry could be 
made into that Affair, that 4/] the Papers, relating 
to it, ſhould be call'd for, and reterr'd to a ſecret 
Committee, Who alone ſhould ſee them, and make 
their Report upon what They thought proper. As 
This, which is the only parliamentary Method of 
obtaining Evidence * A= an Accuſation, or of 

acting in a judicial Capacity, was refyſed, becayſe the 
honourable Gentleman, with great Force of Elogyence, 
together with his moſt perſua/zve Influence, and ng 
Doubt with equal Juſtice, ſince He beſt knew the 
Conſequence ot that. Motion to. Himſelf, oppoſed 
it laſt Year; declaring it to be the Day of his Trial, 
| of bis Acguittal or Condemnation; and tbereſore to 
the Judgment of the Houſe He appea d, and to their 
Alerry He ſubmitted Hiitſeiſ. This was ſuch a 
convincing Argument to his righteous Creatures, 
that without Fass, without Evidence, They ac- 
guitted Him as He defircd, by refuſing to fee 
what, upon his own Confeſſion, and State of the Duc 
/tion, muſt have proved Him guilty; ſince the Sight 
of thoſe Papers would have. been his Caudemnation, 
_ p8 the Refuſal of them tas his Acquittal. * 


E Aſtet 
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Aſter this Determination, upon ſuch Principles 
and Arguments, what was to be done by T hoſe, 
who oppoſed his deſtructive Meaſures tor the Good 
of their Country, whilit He continued in the fame 
Plenitude of Power, and exerted the ſame corrupt 
Influence ? — Should They have gone on calling 
for Papers, which was in Eflc& only calling for 
Negatives to ſtand in the Votes, and building a Sort 
of triumphal Arch to a ſclt-condemn'd and ruinous 
Miniſter ?—After this boaſted Acquittal, was there 
any Method leſt to produce legal Proofs of what 
every. Man knows, to ſupport an Impeachment 
againſt Him ?—— Did not this Refuſal therefore 
make the other parliamentary Way of Proceeding 
abſolutely neceſſary ; ſince it was the only one, 
which his exorbitant Power had left Them; That 
of adviſing the Crown to remove a Grievance ? 
— But in Anſwer to This, it was meanly and 
ſhamefully urged by his. Faction; where is your 
Evidence? Nothing elſe would 'I hey ſay, or ad- 
mit of the Diſquiſition of any Fat that was ſtated 
againſt Him. | | 3 


T0 This I ſhall only reply, without entering 
here into the Detail; the Evidence was the ſame 
that was produced on the Day of his Confeſſon, 
Trial, and Acquittal laſt Vcar; which alone was 
ſufficient for an Addreſs to remove Him, ſince it 
5 5 at the ſame Time, his Power of protecting 

Jimſelf in his Bad Meaſures, againſt the Voice of 
the People, and left no other Method to be try'd at 
laſt, for obtaining national Redreſi. 


* Tf any Thing could ſurprize Us, under the pre- 
ſent State of Corruption, and Proſtitution, it would 
bc hearing Thoſc call out tor Evidence, who * 
_— _— a — 2 
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1 
all along ſtifled it; and who can acquit a Miuiſter, 
by ſuffering noue to be produced; yet have not 
Reflection enough to know, that They themſelves 
have been ſo far concern'd in joining to bear theit 
Teſtimony, in this Reſpect, againſt Him, from 
what paſt the laſt Year; to which We muſt again 


add his Declaration the Year before, in full Parlia- 


ment, that He alone was anſwerable for the Con- 
vention; and as all This was heard acknowledged 
by above four hundred Members, what Evidence 
could be ſtronger? Or what others wanting, in the 
Nature of the Thing, to prove Him accountable 
for it, when thus call'd upon in Parliament? 
The whole Tendency of that Day's Proceeding 
was to lay before the Houſe the preſent unhappy 
State of the Nation, and the Meaſures, which had 
brought Us into it, from the Year 1725; during 
all which Time, He was principal, if not ſole Mi- 
niſter, without any Deſign to inflict judicial or le- 

Ziſlatide Punifbments; the laſt of which, He has 

trecly beſtow'd on Others, upon much /ighter Evi 
fence; and upon Some, without any Evidence at all. 
The F4#s being aſſerted, the natural Conſequence 
was an Attempt to remove a Perſon, whoſe il Condud, 
or Approbation, at leaſt, of every Step, had reduced 
Us to this diſtreſsd Condition. "The Part therefore 
of Thoſe, who thought, or pretended to think 
there were no Crimes laid to his Charge, thould 
have been by conteſting the Fast alledged, or 


ſhew ing that ſome ether. Perſon was properly ag- 
countable for them. But inſtead of either, the 
Fas were in a Manner admitted to be true and 
criminal, by not being controverted. But the 


Fadtiou's whole Defence of their Patron conſiſted 


in repcating over and over again, ons after another, 
as They were directed before-hand, that He was 

accuſcd only upon 12 Fame and Notoriety, 
| 12 2 1 


without 
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j without any Proof; and asking, where is the Evi. 
| dence? Such are the Effects of wilſul and corrupt 
Delufion, as well as the Force of Truth“ Their 
very Arguments afe a tacit Acknowledgment of 
the Crime, though They were determined, at all 
' Events, to acquit the Criminal. Strange Infatu- 
| ation, that any Men, whilſt "They ate fcorch'd by 
the Sun, ſhould call for Evidence to prove it was 
Daylight / What is it that juſlifics the Repre- 
j ſentatives of the People, for laying heavy Taxes 
1 upon the Subject, and enacting grievous, though 
iq proper penal Laws, but their own Khowledge, or 
Conviction of the Neceſſities that  tequire them. 
Speeches fromi the Throne, at leaſt of late Years, 
© - ſeldom tell any News; and if the Parliament are 
i fatisfy'd in their on Minds that any Demands 
| trom thence are really neceſſary, They never call 
For Evidence to prove that Neceſſity, but always 
| grant their Aids with Chearſulneis; of which We 
, had a late memorable Inſtante upon the Declara- 
F tion of War againſt Spain. | 


Tf Thisis thought ſufficlent to lay heavy Burthens 
= upon the People, is it not abſurd to call for any 
N biber Sort of Evidence to ſave the Nation, and re- 
12 * Grieyatices brought upon Them by cre 
Han x 


If the late Mition had been contraty to the 
antient Forms of Parliament, or not founded oh g 
Precedents, and the Practice bf our Auceſlors, is 

it to be ſuppoſed that no Objectioh would haye 
been made to it? Would that Majority, which 

has ſo long ſupported the homburable Gentleman, 

have ſuffer d it to be brought to a 1 — 
Would They not, in that Caſe, have defended Him 
Wich theit Argaments, againſt fo unheard A 
Dy 1 TY 8 
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Proceeding in Parliament, as well as with their 
Votes, in which alone They placed his Defence? 


He then endeavour d to cajole the landed Gentle- 
men, as He has always done upon ſuch Occaſione, by 
tclling Them © that 8, co, O00 J. of the Debt had 
&« actually been diſcharged out of Moneys ariſin 
& from the Sinking Fund, and 9,000,000 J. 
% more, at leaſt, had gone in Eaſe of the Land, 
& which muſt have borne the Expences that the 
« Parliament had judged neceſſary for the Service 
&©« of the Nation, if it had not been eaſed by this 
„Money; and little thought that the giving Re- 
&« lief to the landed Gentlemen would have been a 
„Matter of Charge againſt Him:” | 


This is juſt like his little quibbling DiſtinQiorl, 
ſeveral Years agd, between Debts incurr'd and 
Debts increaſed. If by his zviſe and frugal Ma- 
nagement, the Debts of the Nation amounted to 
$51,000,000 J. of which about 5, O00, oc J. were paid 
Z 'off in the Year 1725, 45 I ſaid before, and are 

ſtill about 48,000,000 7. how could He affirm that 

8,000,000 J. of the Debt had actually been paid 

off; for can it be ſaid, either in publick or private 
Lite, that paying off ſome Part of an od Debt, and 
at the ſame Time contracting mew ones, is any Di- 
minution of the Debt in general? 


The Caſe of the 7,000,000 J. which are ſaid to 
have gone in Eaſe of the Land, is much of the 
ſame Nature, and, according to the old Proverb, 
is robbing of Peter to pay Paul; for in order to 
gratify tome Cuntry Gentlemen in the Houſe of 
Commons, tor his own Intereſt and Support, He 
diverted the original Deſign of the Sinking Hund, 
| Whicl was the gradual Reduction of our a | 

| ept 


1 
kept Us loaded with ſeveral burthenſome Duties on 
the common Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Lite. 
I ſhall only mention one remarkable Inſtance; 
which is the Revival of the Salt Duty, after it had 
been taken off tor little more than one Year, tor 
the Eaſe of the Poor, in Purſuance of a gracious 
Recommendation from the Throne. The heavy 
Duties upon Soap, Candles, and Leather, might 
likewiſe have been redeem'd before this Time, had 
the Sinking Fund been properly apply'd to the Uſes, 
lor which it was firſt eſtabliſh'd, and ſtrictly ap- 
propriated. But the honarrable Gentleman has 
found that our Debts and Taxes, which employ” 

ſuch a vaſt Multitude of dependent Officers, in the 
Collection and Diſpoſition of the Revenue, ſo ne- 
oeſſary to his Continuance in Power, that He ſeems. . 
reſolved not to pay off any Part of onc, or to re- 
deem any of the et, during his Adminiſftratio 
To juſtity all which, He has conſtantly 1 
to his old exploded Apology, whether any of theſe 
Things are right or wrong, juſt or unjuſt, that He 
bas done Nothing without the Direction or Approba- 
tion of Parliament; That is, by directiug his own 
Creatures there to direct Him, and to approve. of 
every Thing He does; like a certain Middle- 
ſex Fuſtice, tamons for making learned and elegant 
. Charges to. the Grand Fury, who defrres the Fore- 
man to 4c/ire Him to print them, and putts them 
in the News Papers at his own Expence. 


; We now come to the Management of the War, 

on which the honourable Gentleman ſaid, that at 

« firſt it was propoſed to ſer apart ſelect Days for 

 « 'Examinatiog into the Conduct of it; but after 

« Thoſe, who had taken ſo much Pains to find out 
& Faults, could prove Nothing particular againſt 

| Him, 


1698 
« Him, They thought it neceſſary to charge Him 
« with accumulative Facts.“ | + 


When ſecret Committees, and Papers are refuſed 
by the minifterial Influence of the af in whoſe 
Meaſures have long occalion'd ſuch loud Com- 
* not without viſible, and notorious Rea- 
ons, the Parliament has no other. Way to do 
Juſtice to their Country, but by charging Him 
with accumulative Fas. I do not pretend to 
Juſtify this Method of Proceeding, in Caſes of 
High Treaſon, or other high Crimes, where the 
Life, Liberty, or Eſtate of the. Perſon accuſed, is 
concern d. For this Reaſon, the Impeachment and 
Execution of the Earl of Strafford, in the Ree F 
King Charles the Firff, upon ſuch Kind of Proof, 
has been generally condemn'd by all moderate an 

impartial Men; though He was certainly a very 
dangerous and oppreſſive Miuiſter. But accumulative 
Proof, founded upon publick Fame, and a Mrltitude 
of known Fadi, is fully ſufficient for an humble 
Addreſs to remove 4 Miniſter. from his Majefl's 
Councils. ps * 


Another Plea of the honourable Gentleman was, 
« that 4ʃl, or moſt of the Facts, ſuppoſing them to 
ce be culpable, had been the Acts either of the 
Parliament or Council, of which He was but 
« One, and that all Others concern'd were cqually 
« guilty with Himſelt.” | 


But This is not true; for ſeyeral Perſons may 
be induced to join in Meaſures, under plaupble 
Pretentes, without being let into the ſecret Nego- 
tiation of them, or the End propoſed by the ſu- 
2 Minifter. This was allow'd to be good 


ctrine by the honourable Gentleman Himſelf, by 
5 only 
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my when He impcach'd the late Earl of Oxſord, 
but long ſince, when He publickly took the Whole 
Merits, or Demerits of the Convention upon Him- 
ſelt, and declared that He alone. was anſierable 3 
for it. He ſcorn'd to make Uſe of the mean, com: 
mon Excuſes of Miniſters, that They a# by their 
Mafter's Orders. He call'd it a frivolous Pretence, 
to lay hat a. Miniſter is accountable only for his | 
own Conduct in a particular Department, being 
likewiſe ,anſwergble for all the Errors, which the | 
Crown ma) commit by bis Advice, Approbation, or | 


Copſent. 5 . - 8 
Fe told Us, © that though the Patriots, had firſt N 


e chriſten d Him ſole Minifter, and atrcrwaxds 


« perſwaded the Feople to call Him ſo, yet 9 
K Pr oof had been offer d to ſupport their Abuſe ; 
« aud Scandal.” #4 A 


| What other, or what ſtronger Proof can poffibl y 1 
be produced of This, than his vihble Aſcendency } 
over every Miniſter ; I will not ſay over all .of | 


Them together? —How otherwiſe could He have | 


it in his Power to place, diſplace, beſtow Hotiours, 
Titles, and. other. Rewards, juſt as, He. pleaſes? It 
will be ſaid, I know, that Whatcyer He has dong | 
of this kind was only in Obedience to his 7% 
Maſters Orders, and Directions. This is afſum- |} 
ing all the Merit of popular Actions to Himſelt, 
as He has often done, and throwing the Odium 

of Thoſe, which are unpopular, upon his Mafter. | 
Beſides it is no more than what any. Minifter may | 
fay, however abſolute, ſuch as Wolſey, or. Buck» 
Ii bam tor Inſtance, and therefore deſerves no 
Jarther Apſwer, e 


i 
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He bkewiſe- ask'd, © What He had done, dur- 


“ing all this Time of his great Power, more than 
% any other Perſon, at the Head of the Treaſury 
& and in oe al Credit with the Board, would 
& have done? Would not any Man in that Station 
« have given the Auditor's Place to his own Sqn, 
1 and have otherwiſe provided for his F amily 7 


It muſt be conſeſs d natural for any Man to 
have a paternal Regard for his Family; but ſome 
Bounds ought to be put to it. The Charge againſt . 
Him, was not that He had made a Proviſion tor. 
Them, but that He had done it in an exorbitant 
Manner. I have already ſhewn, that it is not only 
His own Places, and the Auditor's, but ſeveral ' 
others of the moſt lucrative Emplpyments in the 
Kingdom, which He has beſtow'd upon Them, 
beſides the inmenſe Treaſures, which He has a- 
maſs'd to Himfelt, by ſecret Metbeds. Would 
cvery Man in his Office do the fame ? Did the 
late Earls of ne, and Oxford, make ſuch. 
42 voracious Uſe of their Power? Or is there no 
Man in the Kingdom, of as great Abilities, who, 
would not be contented with much 1% Acquiſi- 
tions? I hope We are not yet reduced to ſo me- 
lancholy a Situatien; though, God knows, the 
Contagion of Corrutian and Avgrice hath of late 
Years been induſtriouſly ſpread throughout theſe 
Kingdoms, and with too much Effect; but it is the 
common Practice both of Men and Women, Who 
have loſt their Credit and Characters, to repre- 

ſent every Body as bad as Themſelves. = 


After all, ſaid the honourable Gentleman, what 
is this exce/ruve ſole Power © How has it 
Kane fer; & bor has it been orf 


I think * 
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I think the Iatter Part has been ſufficiently ex- 
plain d already; but ſince He has been pleaſed to 
ask what this ec ſole Potoer is, 1 will endea- 
your to give Him a little Satisfaction. . 


Whenever a Minifter gets not only Credit with 
his Mafter, but engroſſes his Ear in ſuch a Manner 
as to exclude all other Perſons, who were diſagree- 
able to Him, from offering his Majefty their Ad- 
vice, and even to procure their Diſgrace, as ſoon 
as They oppoſe any of his Meaſures; when He 
rides triumphant in the Adminifiration, and 3 
more like a Vice- Roy, or # Grand Vizir, than a Mini- 
fer, holding the Reins of Government, as it were, 
in his Hands, controuling every Thing, brow- 
beating "_ Body at Plcaſure, even Perſons of 
the higheſt Rank and Diſtinction; Him I call a 
ſole and abſolute Minifter of exceſſrve Power, let 
Him domineer in Turky, France or any ct ber 
Conntry, which thinks itſelf free. But moſt unhappy 
are thoſe People, who are reduced from a State 0 
Liberty, their natural Inheritance, and govern'd 
wich ſuch a Rod of Iron. 3 


Theſe were the principal Heads of the Charge, 
and the honourable Gentleman's Defence, as far as 1 
can recollect them; for the Houſe fate fo late, as 
He complain'd Himſelf, and the Members were fo 
much fatigued, that it was impoſſible to give a 
tri Attention, or to carry every Part of it home 
in one's Memory. But let Him or his Advocates 
triumph, as much as They pleaſe, upon his Victory, 
it will rather caſt a Reflection upon the Parliament, 
chan do Him any Honour. As for the Numbers 
en his Side, it is ridiculons to boaſt of Ibem; 
tor docs not every Body know that there 8 

| | . above 
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above two hundred Placemen and Penfoners in the 
44% Parliameut, who mult follow their Leader, or 
be turn'd out of their Employments and Salaries ?. 
- Is it not likewiſe ara Me to ſuppoſe that. 
He ſecretly raiſed ſome new Levies, call'd Jobb-men, 
upon this important Occaſion ; for ſo, no Doubt, 
He looks upon it, more than if the whole Nation 
was at the Brink of Deſtruction. 
Setting aſide this mercenary Band therefore, the 
Victory was not fo compleat as it is oſtentatiouſſy 
repreſented. Can it be thought that the Gentlemen 
on the other Side could have any great Hopes of 
_ Succeſs, conſidering this minifterial Corps de Guarde © 
No; They did it to teſtify their Regard for the 
Honour of their King, and the Good of their Coun- 
try, which They apprehended to be in imminent 
Danger, from a long Courſe of Mal- Atmiziftra- 
tion. They did it to prove They were in carneſt, 
and to diſtinguiſh "Themſelves from Thoſe, wha 
have openly or ſecretly ſupported” the Author of 
it, The Attempt was glorious, though it did not 
ſucceed ; which can be imputed only to the Cauſes 
before- mention d. But it will cadear Them to all 
true Engliſhmen, and deliver down their Names with 
Honour to Poſterity. DE 


I ſhall conclude this Review of the Motion with 
a ſbort Aldreſs to the Eledbors of Great Britaiu. 


GENTLEMEN, nn 
1rE Parliament being now diffolved, and the 
I Elitionof neu Repreſeutatives ſucceeding, on 
which the Fate of the Nation ſo eſſentially depends, 
T ſhall offer Vou a few ſeaſonable and friendly Conii- 
derations, at this 1 and critical n. 
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they were tound neceſſary to 
of a Band of mercenary Deperidents, and the Intereſt 


of a laviſh Miniſtir. —— You cannot forget that 
the Sal- Duty was taken off for the Baſe 


© 4 ) 


Vou cannot be ignorant of the Condus of the 
a Parliament, which has brought ſo many Bur- 
thens upon You, by a /laviſþ and, I am afraid, a 
corrupt Dependence upon one Man. Do You not feel 
them by the preſent Poverty, reigning in all Parts 
of the Kingdom, and the exceſfve Dearneſs of 
Proviſions, which amounts almoſt to a Famine ?—— 
Do not let any Man. perſuade You that all. This is 
owing to the Rigour of one bad Winter; for God 
has bleſs'd Us with ſeveral plentiful Harveſts ; but 
a few Court 95h have ſuck'd up the Dew of the 


Earth, and wallow'd in Luxury upon the Fruits of 


your Labour and Induſtry, It is owing to the vaſt 
ultiplicity of Taxes and Duties, which have 
raiſed the Price of almoſt all the Neceſſaries and 


. Conveniencics of Life to ſuch an exceſſive Height, 


that even ſome Gentlemen of Eſtates, as well as the 
middling Sort of People, find it extremely difficult 
to ſupport Themſelves and their Families; and the 
Poor can ſcarce keep Themſelves from ſtarving. — 
Are You not all made ſenſible of This, in every 
Commodity You buy? Do You nor feel it in 
Candles, Soap, Leather, Starch, to mention no 
more? I do not ſay that all theſe Taxes were laid 


on by the 14 Parliament, or occaſion d by the 


preſent Minifler ; but if the Sinking Fund had been 
properly apply'd to the Payment of the national 
Deli, ſome of the moſt grievous of theſe Duties 
might have bcen taken off; and then it would have 
been in your Power to keep your Families at almoſt 


Half the Rate. Why has it not bcen 72 
ue 


Tince it might have been ily done ? — Beca 
upport the Expence 


F the 


0 
Poor; 


F 
Pooy; but it was ſoon fevived upon that Account 
only. 23 No 


do but juſt touch upon theſe Heads; becauſe 
I have mention'd moſt of them betore, arid none of 
You can be inſenſible of the Weight of them. 
To theſe are owing the deplorable Decay of. Trade, 
and the Wart of Labenur, becauſe You cannot affor 
to pay your Workwmen ſo much Wages as You uſed 
to do, and "They cannot live cheaper, which is 
entirely owing to this Cauſe, For it ſome of 7heſ# 
8 Duties were taken off, the Cheapneſs of 
roviſions would make both the Mafer-Workinan 
and the Labourer eaſy. n 


This is the true Source of all the late Riots and 
Jumults, which have diſturbed ſeveral Parts of 
England for ſome Time paſt. They did not ariſe 
from any Diſaffection to the preſent Government, or 
Il-Vili to their Maſters, as ſome Petfons are wills 
ing to make it believed, but were chiefly ocaſion d 
by Neceſſty, which bas nd Law. _ 


It is therefore the Intereſt of all. Manufacturers, 
Tradeſmen and Otbers, who have a Vote in an 
City, Borough, or Corporatlon, to give it to 59 
Gentlemen, who have often labour'd to .xclieye 
Them, and may ftill be able, with their Aﬀiſtance, 
to do it; not to throw it away upon Thoſe, whe 
obſtructed their Endeavours, for ſeveral - Years, 
and render d them incfte&tual. , .. —- 


T khow it is in vain to preach up this Doctrine 
in ſeveral little Boroughs, which are 3 
under the Power of the Miniſter; for many hone! 
Men are ſometimes obliged to give up their 
Conſclences, for Fear of loſing their _— A 48 
Np. om 10 
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. 
— will do it for a little ſordid and corrupt 


But I hope chat all of You, who arc in any Manner 
independent, and gain an honeſt Livelihood by your 
Induſtry, will ſcorn to take a paltry Bribe from any 
Man, who has already ſold You, like Sheep, at a 
Court- Market, and will certainly do ſo again. 
What ſignifies a few ſtraggling Guincas, which will 
ſoon melt away from You like Snow, in Compa- 
riſon of the ſolid and laſting Friendſhip of a neigh- 
bouring Gentleman, who deals with You, eſteems 
8 perhaps will ſupport You in Cafe of 


Chuſe ſuch Men your Repreſentatives ; but if 
| You can find none, in your Neighbourhood, who 
are willing to ſerve in Parliament, take their Ad- 
yice.and Recommendation of proper Perſons tor that 
great Truſt; and do not put your Liberties in the 
ands of any little Uplarts, who go hawking and 
peddling about the Country tor a Borough, as the 
ſure Way to get Preferment. CENT IS ob. 


But above all, chuſe no Man, who is known to 
have laviſh'd away His Fortune, and comes to You 
with a modeſt Petition, and perhaps. a little Gold, 
that You would be plcaſed to clect Him your Re- 
preſentative, in order to ſerve his Country, and keep 
Himſelf out f 


I can aſſure You, Gentlemen, that there is a H!ttle 
Army of theſe worthy Candidates now on the March, 
with Inſtructions to take different Routes, and at- 
tack your Boroughs with T- y Artillery. For 
Top aſt know, that when theſe ſeptennial Wars 
draw near, the Commander in Chief fits down 5 
ET ; | nd 


— — 
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his Desk, dtaws the Plau of Operation for the Came 
paign, and appoints his Officers, without any Di- 
itinction whether They are Veterans or raw un- 
experienced Biys, provided They are well recom- 
mended, and promiſe to obey Command. He then 
ſends Them to their particular Pofts, with proper 
Ammunition, whilſt He generally continues at his. 
Heap QUuarTERs,; and his Aides des Camps arc 
continually paſſing backwards and forwards, to 
_ Him an Account of the Succels of every 
tele. |". - W | * | 


You cannot imagine what 1 Exploits 
this little Army has perform d. have known 
two or three hundred of Them plunder a whole 
Country, and put Chains about the Necks of 
Millions of People, both Friends and Foes, 
But it muſt be obſerved, that They keep an- 
ot her formidable Army in conſtant Pay, to ſup» 
port and protect Them, in Caſe of Neceſſity. It 
ought to be remember'd, to their immortal Ho- 
nour, that their Generaliſimo, having been lately 
attack d in his Prong Entrenchments, was very ſea- 
ſonably relieved by this zruſfy Guard, who. brought 
Him off with flying W though not without, 
ſeveral deſperate Wounds: You mutt all. have heard 
of this . Engagement, and therefore I ſhall 


not enter into a minute Relation of the particular 


F 


68 


T make no Doubt that A plications of all Kinds 
have been already made to You ; ſuch as ſoothing - 
Promiſes, diſtaut Meuaces and the Importunity of 
gour Friends, Acguaiutauce, and Relations, who 
may happen to be in the contrary Intereff ; but for 

s Sake, Gentlemen, reject them all, and pre- 
fer the Glory of ſaving à ſinking Nation, which 
depends wholly upon You, and calls aloud for 
gour Aſſiſtance. 12 | 2 


Beſides the illegal Practices before- mentiot᷑d, I 
mult put. You in Miod of fome. others, of a more 
criminal arid pernicious Nature, which ſtrike at the 
very Root of free Elecljons, and the Independency 
„„ 2. frat Mr 
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One of them is the ſulorniug a ſufitient Num 
Ber of falfe Pollers to carry an Fiction againſt any 
Majority of Thoſe, who have a juft and undoubted” 
Right. This is commotity practiſcd by the Court- 
Party; for if any Gentlemen on the! other Side 
ſhould be wicked enough to do the fame, it would 
be of no Service to Them, ſince the ſtricteſt Scru- 
tiny would be made to detect Them; whercas a 
thouſand Arts would be try ꝗ to ſeręen and coun- 
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tenance the Others, 


But there is Mill a worſe Practice than This, 
which deſerves the ſevereſt Pumſhment; I mean, 
bribing the ReTugNING Opricer, which deſeats 
the End of Eledions; tor whenever That is the 
Caſe, and an infamous Fellow has taken a Bribe to 
return whomſocyer his Paymaſter. dire&s, whether 
fairly choſen or not; to What Phrpoſe is any, Elec 


—— — 11 —— 
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tiou at at; or what can induce a Cointry Gentleman 
to give Himſelt the 1 rouble of Banding * 
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when it is known, or there are Reaſons to fuſpe&, 
that He will be treated in this Manner? It is 


only mere Farce and Form, and turning Elections 
into Ridicule, e OR 


But the Patrons and Advocates for Corruption 
will ſay, no Doubt, that an Officer, who makes a 
falſe Return, is liable to a heavy, pecuniary Penalty, 
which is ſufficieat to deter Them from ſuck an has 
zardous Engagement, gn 


Hut is it not a very difficult Matter to diſcovep 
and convict Them in a legal Manner? — Such vil- 
lainous Contracts as theſe are always tranſacted 
in the Dark; and can it be ſyppoſed that either the” 
Gorruptor ar the Corrupted will betray one another 
in ſo flagitious a Crime, which it is their mutual 
Intereſt to conceal? For if one of theſe vile Cri- 
mi nals ſhould happen, by ſome Accident, to be 
diſcover d, there would not bo wanting Court 
Lawyers to defend Them by a thouſand Quirks, —- , 
They might beſpatter the Character of the In- 
former; and Mitneſſes might be brought to prove 
that his Evidence ought not to be taken in a Caſe 
of this, Conſequence., — They may farther alledge 
that the Money was nat given nor receive as a 
Bribe for a fa!ſe Return, but as a Preſent, Money 
Ent, or as a Gratification” for ſome particular Ser- 
vice; with ſeveral other Pleas of the ſame Kind, 
which are oſten to be heard in Mæſimiuſter- Hall. 


. that the Party aggrieved has a fartier Remedy, 
by petitioning the Houſe of Commons, and complain- 


ling of an undue Election. But alas! whoever 


conſiders ſome Proceedings there, upon-controverted 
EleFiqns, cannot NY with the Hopes — 
v | F | 1555 much 
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much Succeſs, if He is known, or ſuſpeQed, to 
be no. Admirer of a predominant Minifler. — His 
Cauſe may be put eff under ſeveral Pretences, for 
thret or ſour Seffious, till He is wearied out with 
Trouble and Expence to withdraw it; or it He 
ſhould- have Reſolution enough to preſs it on, every 
Body knows that theſe ' Determinations are too 
often govern d more by Favour and Iutere than the 
true Merits of the Cauſe. © © 


" That all theſe illegal and iniquitous. Methods 
have been practiſed by ſeveral Miniſters, in former 
Reigns, is beyond all Poſſibility of Diſpute ; but I 
hope all Complaints of Them at preſent arc with- 
out Foundation; though 1t is confidently reported 
that a great Perſonage has declared that a certain 
honourable Gentleman ſhould. woT' BE xETURN'D 
trom a Borough, in which He: has a natural In- 
tereſt; and that an Attempt of this Kind was 
lately made upon the Returning Officer at Taunton, 
has not been contradicted, as tar as I have heard, 
— But by whom the Bribe was offer d, or by 
whoſe Direction it came, I carmot pretend to ſay. 


This, Gentlemen, being therefore the Caſe, it 
behoves You, it You: have any true Regard for 
your Country, to cxert Vourſelves, with all your 


Might, in ſupport of thoſe Geulemen, whom You 


thin worthy of that high Truſt ; and cle& Them 
by as great a Majority as poffible z for Vou ſee 
what Ditadvantages They will lye under, even ſup- 
poling They ſhould be urid. A little Majority 
of frve or ſ may be catily whittied away from 
any Member, at the weeding of the Houſe, if the 
winifterial Party ſhould prevail there; and theres | 


fore let Me exhort Vou to fend Them up by ſuch g 


a Majority as will make Them -aſhamod of ſuch 


48andalous Proceedings, Con- | 


6 ) | 

_ Conſider likewiſe another gteat Advantage of 
the Court Candidates over I hoſe, who oppoſe: 
Ibem; I mcan the vaſt Number of dormant Inſor- 
matious againſt Smugglers, which are always hung 
up in Terrorem, and may be either xemitted or pro- 
ecutcd in the ſtricteſt Manner, juſt as They behave 
Themſelves at an Kledbion; nor will any Length 
of Lime put a Stop to theſe Proſecutions; it being a 


Maxim ot our Law, nullum Tempus occurrit Regi. 


It is well known that this very Article hath been 
of great Uſe to A iniſters in former Elections; and 

the Act agginſt Retailers of ſpirituas Liquors will 
furniſh Them with the ſame Advantage, | 


The Right of qugrtering Soldiers, wherever an 
all- powerful Miuiſſer pleaſes, and in what. Number 
He pleaſes, is another additional Strength to this 
Party; and, conlidering the vaſt Number of Forces 
We have now on Foot, may — a great Influence 

| the Elections, in the preſent great Scareit 
_ Dearneſs of | hr * — | 
| ſhould refuſe a Recommendation, as it is calld, from 
the T- „ They may be humbled by a Trop 
of Horſe or Dragoons, in Eaſe of another that is 
more tractable. — Such Things have likewiſe been 
done, and who, can anſwer that they will. never be 


El . | s. + ine 
houſe Officers, and Workmen iu our Dack-Jardi, 
which ſurround our whole Coaſt, throw another 
prodigious Weight into the ſame. Scale; and if the 
late A for regifriug Seamen, aud all Perſons getting 
their Livelibood upon the Waters, had paſs d, as ic 
was originally deſign d, and brought into the Hh? 
of Commons, Nothing could hate withſtood the 
waver of the Crown, 0, MK 1201 eee 
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in ſort, it is impoſſible to enumerate all the 
8 Inſtances of. this Kind; and therefore it 
s incumbent upon "Thoſe, who with well to their 


Country, who do not lie under the Laſh of the 


J 


Law, and are in no Danger of loſing their Bread, 
by following the Dictates of their Conſciences, to 
unite more cloſely, in order to counterbalance and 
defeat ſuch a formidable 2nd rompacted Phalanx. 


Do not let This diſcourage You, Gentlemen; 
from making a vigorous Attempt againſt 'Thein. 
The ſtrongeſt Contederacies have been ſometimes 
broke by ſmall Parties, who have acted with Spirit 
and Reſolution; eſpecially when They have been 
animated by the Cauſe of Liberty. But You, to 
whom I addreſs Myſelf, ate fo tar from being a 


ſmall Party, that You compoſe the colleFive Body of 


the People, and, if united, might eaſily get the better of 
thoſe Harpies, who prey upon You and devour You: 


- Amongſt othet Things; let Me ddviſe You to 
keep a ſtriẽt Eye upon Thoſe of Them, whom the 


' Wiſdom of our Laws has prohibited, under ſevere 


Penalties, to intermeddle br concern Ihemſelves, di- 
refly or indiredtij, in the Eledidu of any Member of 
Parliament; yet They are known to do it almoſt: 
publickly, I mean the Officers of the Cuſtoms, Exciſe - 


and Poſti-Office, who are ſpread through the whole 


Kingdom, and have more Power to do Miſchict 
than any other Set of Men, except Thoſe who 
employ Them. If any of Them ſhould preſume to 
corrupt your Honeſty, reject their Offers, and do 
your utmoſt Endeavours to bring them to Juſtice: 
nformations of this kind are fo tar from being dif- 
honourable, that they are highly. meritorious and 


juſtifiable, both by the Laws of God and Manz 


particularly by the expreſs Laws of our own Coun- 
ws made for that Purpoſc. ee e e 


Bo not ſuffer Yourſelves to be defuded by thak 
61d thread-bare Cant that the preſent Struggle is 
nothing but a Contention amongſt great Men for 
Places, and that, whoever ſucceeds the preſent Men 
in Power, You'll be juſt in the ſame Condition, or 
perhaps in a worſe than You now ate. 


F 


Every Man ought t6 be judged by his Works, 
as a Tree is known by its rult, and not accuſed 
of Actions, which He never cominltted, and which 
Eis Heart may poſſibly abhor. This Method of | 
arraigning, condemniùg, and paſfing Sentence be- 
forchand, is abſolutely. contrary to all the Rules of. 
Religion, Morality and common Juſtice. The true 
Point with You is; whether You have been governd 
well or „Il. If you think that you have been wel! 
foverr'd, You are jultify'd in your Cohſciences to 
vote for Thoſe, to whom You owe this Blelſing. 
But if You feel the Effects of i Government, what 
can induce You not to make one hearty Struggle 
againſt the Author of your Oppreſſion '?— If one of” 

your oon private Servants ſhould rob You, and 
abuſe his Fran, would You continue Him in your 
Service, for Fear of having another as bad; ot 
would Vou not ſearch all the Country round in 
Hopes of gettitg a better ? © The Caſe is exactly 
parallel, as far as Compariſons will hold between 
Pablick and private Affairs; and the beft Writers, 
non Government have explain'd the Analogy be- 
tween them; nay even founded all public Govern- 
ment upon the original Relation and Dutics be- 
tween a Father and his Children. DRY 


You perceive, Gentlemen, that this Addreſs | is 
chiefly confined to the Electors in Cities, Boroughs, 
and Corporations, who are moſt liable to ſuch 1b. 
plications as I have mention d; but it — AT 
D __ 
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wile to the Freebolders qualiſy d to vote for Cotntiet, 
who arc ſo numerous, and diſperſed in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as.to make it uy difficult to corrupt a ſut- 
ficient, Number of 'Them to vote as Ihey are 
order d; though it cannot be forgot that notable 
Attempts were made the ia Election, in ſome of the 
large and moſt confiderable Counties, to ſpread the 
ſame pernicious-Intluence amongſt "Them. But, to 
their Honour be it ſpoken, it proved in vain, and 
rather excited their Zeal than abated it, and ended 
in the Confuſion of Thoſe, who cndeavour'd to ſe- 
duce Them from their natural Scntiments. - 


The Intereſt of the Freebolders and Burteſſes is 
certainly mutual and in able, and one cannot 


ſuffer without the athet 1 12 both have a Right 
They & 


to the /ame Liberties; th ſeel the. ſame 
Grievances;., and mult ſtand or fall together. I 
therefore choſe to comprehend T hem under the ſame 
Denomination. of Eleclors; and hope They will 


. 


heartily unite in the ſame Cauſe. 


I muſt not here forget the Nomination of Sheriffs, 
and eſpecially the modern Practice of Pocket Sheriffs, 
which gives the Court Party a very great Advantage, 
and often turns the Fate of Klacbions. | NI 
I have purpoſely avoided. any Mention of the 
entlemen and Clergy, who by their Education, and 
Opportunities of Enquiry, are ſo well acquainted 
with the true Nature of our Conflitation, and the 
reſent State of our Afﬀaits, that it would be an 
rtinent Piece of Preſumption in Me to offer 
Them any Advice; nor can it be doubted that I hey 
will. cndeavour to inculcate the ſaund Principles of 
Liberty, as well as Religion, into the Minds of their 
reſpeCtive Tewgmis, Neightoars and Pariſhioners. ., 
? | WT _ Having 


( $53 ) 
' "Having thus laid before You a plain and, 1 think, 
an impartial Account of the Jate Motion, and the Rea- 
fons for it, I ſhall conclude the Whole with a ſhort, 
humble and affectionate Expoſtulation to You all. 


OU are now left to judge for Yourſelves, 
whether it was not become neceſſary, for the 
Redreſs of aur Grievances, the Preſervation of ou 
Liberties, and his Majefly's Honour, which were all 
eſſentially concern d in the Event of this Debate. 
You cannot help ſeeing the preſent melancholy Situ- 
ation of our Affairs, both at home and abroad, ag 
well as Who is properly anſipergble for it. 
You fee who are your real Friends, and haye taken 
indefatigable Pains to ſerve You. — They have actu- 
ally redreſs d ſome of your Grievances, and prevented 
others; which would have been impoſed upon You, 
had it not been for their inflexible Regard and Devoe 
tion to your Intereſt, In the main Point, indeed, 
They have miſcarry'd; and how could it be other- 
wiſe, conſidering the Chara#er and 2 
the laſt Parliament, which was crowded with ſuch 
a Number of Placemen, Penſioners and other De- 

pendents as amounted almoſt to a Majority ® 
But now your Relief is in your own Hands, if 
you take a proper Advantage of this Opportunity 
and do not ſuffer yourſelves to be corrupted, intimis 
Gated, or diſunited; but if You miſtake your In» 
tereſt ſo far as to neglect it, You may ſoon find 
zur Burthens increaſed rather than lighten d, and 

[ited of being pity'd, be inſulted and deſpiſed. 
Conſider, O./ my Gorntrymen, when the Yoke is 
once put about the Neck of a free People, how dit- 
ficult it is to ſhake it off again. Do not You re- 
member the Fable of the Horſe and the Man, which 
was to this Eſſect? The Man deſired the Horſe to 
iet Him put a Saddle upon his Back, and a Bridle 
| BB 


is 
1. 
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ia his Mouth-.;.'to. which the Hoof bool n- 


. and the Aan, having mounted Him, gal- 


pd away; ſrom which Lime that free Creature: 
Was made, a. Beaſt of. Burthen. 0 4 
"Non Equitem dorſo, non frænum depulit ore. 
IN 2 herglore that You are not impoſed 
2 5 this % He; lor it You, once ſuffer an 
un er to ride uon your Backs, it will be 
Ely May o make Him diſmount. | 
Look round Europe, and You will find that all 
555 States of it ere tarmerly fre; and yet moſt of 
em arg now-.reductd to Slavery, by the fame 
fidiculous Copcellions, and: will hardly. ever be ale 
o recover their antient Bilerli x, 
"We penn of e Page Lora 
prove Ourſelycs ſo. by gur Actions, anti not luller. © 
Ourſelves to be. bibel led, or driven out o gn 
tberties"; but Rrenuouſly” -maigtaih tbat glorigug © 
aheritance, Which . was, dellwerd dong to Us by 
our 0 Pe at the, Expence! ot ſo much W 'F 


b muſt tell You, lande Geutlemes, that i in my: 
poor Apprebenſjion there neger WAS a greater — 
on for excrting Yourſelves than at the. Puget 
Gifs; and perhaps You may; never, have ſuch An- 
other Opporugity, - Shigkof it. well; *-cootider 
calmly and ſcriog the rei ie of the Nations 
weigh all the Arguments ougath $:9e5.mpartiallys.. - 
nd I. hope God wilt :olpixe. Four Nags 8 nie 
art, which 18 won lor 0 5 


